
General By-Laws 
Town of Grafton, Massachusetts 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Revised through Town Meeting 5/10/10; Approved by Attorney General 6/23/10 Page 1 of 130 

 

Table of Contents 
 

ARTICLE 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS ................................................................................ 10 

 Section 1. Title of By-Laws 

 Section 2. Effect of Repeal 

 Section 3. Effect of Change of Titles of Boards, etc. 

 Section 4. Power to License 

 Section 5. Manner of Repeal 

 Section 6. Penalty 

 Section 7. Validity 

 Section 8. One Elective Town Office at a Time 

 Section 9. Appointed Officers 
 

ARTICLE 2 - TOWN MEETINGS ........................................................................................... 13 

 Section 1. Date of Annual Town Election 

 Section 1A. Date of Annual Town Meetings 

 Section 2. Polling Hours 

 Section 3. Notice of Meeting 

 Section 4. Adjourned Meeting 

 Section 5. Only Voters Admitted to Floor of Hall 

 Section 6. Speaking Time 

 Section 7. Motions in Writing 

 Section 8. Smallest Sums First on Motions 

 Section 9. Priority of Motions 

 Section 10. Reconsideration 

 Section 11. Recognition by Moderator 

 Section 12. Articles to be Acted on in Order 

 Section 13. Motion to Dissolve Not in Order Until All Articles Have Been Acted Upon 

 Section 14.  Moderator to Appoint Committees Unless Otherwise Voted 

 Section 15. Determination of Vote 

 Section 16. Written or Printed Ballot 

 Section 17. Discharge of Committees 

 Section 18. Other Procedures for Town Meeting 
 

ARTICLE 3 - FINANCE COMMITTEE ................................................................................. 16 

 Section 1. Membership of Committee 

 Section 2. Appointment and Term of Office 

 Section 3. Notice of Hearings 

 Section 4. Annual Report 

 Section 5. Access to Records 

 Section 6. Submission of Budget 
 

ARTICLE 4 - TOWN OFFICERS, PROPERTY AND RECORDS ...................................... 17 

 Section 1. Custody of Town Documents 

 Section 2. Annual Report 



General By-Laws 

Town of Grafton, Massachusetts Table of Contents 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Revised through Town Meeting 5/10/10; Approved by Attorney General 6/23/10 Page 2 of 130 

 Article 4 – Town Officers, Property and Records - continued 
 

 Section 3. Material to be Included in Annual Town Report 

 Section 4. Use of Town Seal 

 Section 5. Notification of Town Clerk of Office Hours 

 Section 6. Written Contracts 

 Section 7. Purchase of Property or Supplies by Public Bid 

 Section 8. Custody and Approval of Contracts 

 Section 9. Sale of Obsolete, Surplus or Unused Property 

 Section 10. Presentation of By-Laws 

 Section 11. Meetings 

 
ARTICLE 5 – SELECTMEN .................................................................................................... 20 

 Section 1. General Management 

 Section 2. Police Regulations 

 Section 3. Claims and Suits 

 Section 4. Defending Interest of Town 

 Section 5. Execution of Deeds 

 Section 6. List of Appointments 

 Section 7. Designation of Clerk 

 
ARTICLE 6 - TREASURER/COLLECTOR ........................................................................... 21 

 Section 1. Placing of Bond 

 Section 2. Custodianship 

 Section 3. Annual Report 

 Section 4. Office Hours 

 
ARTICLE 7 - TOWN CLERK .................................................................................................. 22 

 Section 1. Placing of Bond 

 Section 2. Report Files 

 Section 3. Office Hours 

 Section 4. Ballot and Lists for Town Meeting 

 Section 5. Employment of Competent Persons and Filing of Notes 

 Section 6. Enumeration of Fees 

 
ARTICLE 8 - TOWN ACCOUNTANT .................................................................................... 25 

 Section 1. Annual Audit 

 Section 2. Annual Report 

 Section 3. Custody of Bonds 

 
ARTICLE 9 – ASSESSORS ....................................................................................................... 26 

 Section 1. Valuation Lists Every Five Years 
 

 

 



General By-Laws 

Town of Grafton, Massachusetts Table of Contents 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Revised through Town Meeting 5/10/10; Approved by Attorney General 6/23/10 Page 3 of 130 

ARTICLE 10 - TOWN COUNSEL ........................................................................................... 27 

 Section 1. Appointment and Term of Office 

 Section 2. Duties 

 Section 3. Prosecution and Defense of Suits 

 Section 4. Prosecution for Violation of Statutes 

 Section 5. Drawing Up and Approval of Legal Instruments 

 Section 6. Annual Report 
 

ARTICLE 11 - INSPECTOR OF WIRES ................................................................................ 28 

 Section 1. Powers 

 Section 2. Permits 

 Section 3. Inspections 

 Section 4. Penalty 
 

ARTICLE 12 - SAFETY AND ORDER ................................................................................... 29 

 Section 1. Moving of Buildings 

 Section 2. Obstruction of Streets 

 Section 3. Fireworks and Firearms 

 Section 4. Disposal of Polluted Materials 

 Section 5. Littering on Public Streets 

 Section 6. Control of Snow and Water Off Buildings 

 Section 7. Damage to Lights and Signals 

 Section 8A. Towing of Obstructing Vehicles 

 Section 8B. Penalty 

 Section 8C. Depositing Snow on Town Roadways 

 Section 9. Obstructing Public Ways 

 Section 10. Disorderly Conduct 

 Section 11A. Grazing on Public Ways 

 Section 11B. Animals or Vehicles in or Upon Public Areas 

 Section 12. Bills and Posters 

 Section 13. Coasting, Cycling and Missile Throwing 

 Section 14. Definition of Streets 

 Section 15. Bathing Restrictions 

 Section 16. Licensing of Junk Dealers 

 Section 17. Licensing of Hawkers and Peddlers 

 Section 18. Penalty 

 Section 19. Soliciting or Canvassing 

 Section 20. Alcoholic Beverages 

 Section 21. Regulating Parking Areas for the Vehicles of Disabled Veterans or 

Handicapped Persons 

 Section 22. Work Within a Public Street 
 

ARTICLE 13 - EARTH REMOVAL ........................................................................................ 37 

 Section 1. Definitions 

 Section 2. Earth Removal Procedure 

 Section 3. Exemptions 



General By-Laws 

Town of Grafton, Massachusetts Table of Contents 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Revised through Town Meeting 5/10/10; Approved by Attorney General 6/23/10 Page 4 of 130 

 Article 13 – Earth Removal - continued 
 

 Section 4. Specific Limitations 

 Section 5. General Limitations 

 Section 6. General Administration 

 Section 7. Violations 

 Section 8. Fees 
 

ARTICLE 14 - INSPECTOR OF GAS PIPING AND GAS APPLIANCES ........................ 41 

 Section 1. Powers 

 Section 2. Permits 

 Section 3. Inspections 

 Section 4. Penalty 

 

ARTICLE 15 - UNREGISTERED MOTOR VEHICLES ...................................................... 42 

 Section 1. Keeping 

 Section 2. Special Permits 

 Section 3. Limit to Number and Time 

 Section 4. Farm Vehicles 

 Section 5. Penalty 
 

ARTICLE 16 - DOGS RUNNING AT LARGE ....................................................................... 43 

 Section 1. License Fees Exemption For Seeing-eye Dogs; Refund of Fees 

 Section 2. Disturbing the Peace 

 Section 3. Complaint of Nuisance 

 Section 4. Restrain or Muzzle 

 Section 5. Appeal of Restraint or Muzzling 

 Section 6. Penalty 

 Section 7. Definitions 

 Section 8. Enforcement 

 Section 9. Procedure Following Impoundment 

 Section 10. Keeping Account of Moneys 

 Section 11. Penalty - Violations of Article 
 

ARTICLE 17 - COUNCIL ON AGING.................................................................................... 47 

 Section 1. Membership 

 Section 2. Duties 

 Section 3. State Cooperation 

 Section 4. Annual Report 
 

ARTICLE 18 - HOUSE NUMBERING .................................................................................... 48 

 Section 1. House Numbering Required 

 Section 2. Chart List 

 Section 3. Numbers on Houses, Buildings and Structures 

 Section 4. Penalty 
 



General By-Laws 

Town of Grafton, Massachusetts Table of Contents 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Revised through Town Meeting 5/10/10; Approved by Attorney General 6/23/10 Page 5 of 130 

ARTICLE 19 - BETTERMENT PROCEDURES ................................................................... 49 

 Section 1. Repair Private Ways 

 Section 2. Public Street Layout and Acceptance Procedures 
 

ARTICLE 20 - PERSONNEL BY-LAW .................................................................................. 51 

 Section 4-1. Title - Personnel By-Law 

 Section 4-2. Application 

 Section 4-3. Definitions 

 Section 4-4. New Hires 

 Section 4-5. Promotions and Transfers 

 Section 4-6. Additional Benefits 

 Section 4-7. Hours of Work 

 Section 4-8. Bereavement Leave 

 Section 4-9. Jury Duty 

 Section 4-10. Maternity Leave 

 Section 4-11. Military Leave 

 Section 4-12. Armed Services Duty 

 Section 4-13. Sick Leave 

 Section 4-14. Leave of Absence 

 Section 4-15. Paid Personal Leave 

 Section 4-16. Separation of Employment 

 Section 4-17. Grievance Procedure 

 Section 4-18. Insurance 

 Section 4-19. Holiday Leave 

 Section 4-20. Vacation Leave 

 Section 4-21. Call in Pay 

 Section 4-22. Performance Review 

 Section 4-23. Longevity 

 Section 4-24. Miscellaneous Provisions 

 Section 4-25. Classification Plan - Supervisor, Professional, Clerical Positions 
 

ARTICLE 21 - GRAFTON COMMON HISTORIC DISTRICT AND  

GRAFTON HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION .................................. 65 

 Section 1. Name 

 Section 2. Purpose 

 Section 3. The Grafton Common Historic District 

 Section 4. The Grafton Historic District Commission 

 Section 5. Commission Membership 

 Section 6. Powers and Duties of the Commission 

 Section 7. Exclusions from Commission's Authority 

 Section 8. Appeals 

 Section 9. Enforcement 

 Section 10. Severability 
 

 

 

 



General By-Laws 

Town of Grafton, Massachusetts Table of Contents 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Revised through Town Meeting 5/10/10; Approved by Attorney General 6/23/10 Page 6 of 130 

ARTICLE 22 - USE OF SILVER LAKE ................................................................................. 68 

 

ARTICLE 23 – SEWERS ........................................................................................................... 69 

 

ARTICLE 24 - SCENIC ROADS REGULATIONS ............................................................... 71 

 Section 1. Definitions 

 Section 2. Purpose 

 Section 3. Recommending Designation as a Scenic Road 

 Section 4. Notification of Designation as Scenic Road 

 Section 5. Procedures for Obtaining Permits 

 Section 6. Considerations 

 Section 7. General 

 Section 8. Severability 
 

ARTICLE 25 - GENERAL WETLANDS PROTECTION BY-LAW ................................... 75 

 Section 1. Purpose 

 Section 2. Jurisdiction 

 Section 3. Exceptions 

 Section 4. Applications for Permits and Requests for Determination 

 Section 5. Notice and Hearings 

 Section 6. Coordination with Other Boards 

 Section 7. Permits, Determination and Conditions 

 Section 8. Regulations 

 Section 9. Definitions 

 Section 10. Security 

 Section 11. Enforcement 

 Section 12. Burden of Proof 

 Section 13. Appeals 

 Section 14. Relation to the Wetlands Protection Act 

 Section 15. Severability 
 

ARTICLE 26 - LICENSES AND PERMITS  

OF DELINQUENT TAXPAYERS BY-LAW ................................................. 82 

 

ARTICLE 27 - REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH ............... 83 

 Section 1. Definitions 

 Section 2. Scope 

 Section 3. Restrictions 

 Section 4. Regulations 

 Section 5. Administrative Requirements 

 Section 6. Permits, Inspections and Fees 

 Section 7. Environmental Surveillance Programs 

 Section 8. Penalties 

 Section 9. Enforcement 
 



General By-Laws 

Town of Grafton, Massachusetts Table of Contents 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Revised through Town Meeting 5/10/10; Approved by Attorney General 6/23/10 Page 7 of 130 

ARTICLE 28A - FIRE DEPARTMENT .................................................................................. 91 

 

ARTICLE 29 - USE OF LAKE RIPPLE .................................................................................. 92 

 

ARTICLE 30 - ALARM BY-LAW ........................................................................................... 93 

 Section 1. Preamble 

 Section 2. Definitions 

 Section 3. Administrator 

 Section 4. Alarm Appeal Board 

 Section 5. Registration Required 

 Section 6. Confidential Information 

 Section 7. Control and Curtailment of Signals Emitted by Alarm Systems 

 Section 8. Penalties 

 Section 9. Notification and Appeal 

 Section 10. Appeal Fees 

 Section 11. Charges and Fees Paid into General Fund 

 Section 12. Town Assumes no Responsibility for Devices 

 Section 13. Penalty for Certain Violations 

 Section 14. Enforcement of this By-Law 

 Section 15. Exceptions 

 Section 16. Severability 

 
ARTICLE 31 - OPEN BURNING ............................................................................................. 97 

 
ARTICLE 32 - TOWN ADMINISTRATOR ........................................................................... 98 

 
ARTICLE 33 - SHADE TREE .................................................................................................. 99 

 Section 1. Intent and Purpose 

 Section 2. Definitions 

 Section 3. Authorization and Establishment of Public Shade Tree Management Advisory 

 Section 4. Authorization of the Tree Warden 

 Section 5. Responsibilities and Authority of the Tree Warden 

 Section 6. Permits for Maintenance and Removal of Trees and Shrubs 

 Section 7. Permits for Planting Trees and Shrubs 

 Section 8. Licensing 

 Section 9. Trimming  

 Section 10. Removal of Trees and Stumps 

 Section 11.  Obstructions 

 Section 12. Prohibited Acts 

 Section 13 Requirements and Penalties 

 Section 14. Evaluation and Future Update of By-Law 

 Section 15. Severability 
 

 



General By-Laws 

Town of Grafton, Massachusetts Table of Contents 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Revised through Town Meeting 5/10/10; Approved by Attorney General 6/23/10 Page 8 of 130 

ARTICLE 34 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE .................................... 108 

 Chapter 1 Establishment and Membership 

 Chapter 2 Duties and Responsibilities 

 Chapter 3 Requirements for a Quorum and Cost Estimates 

 Chapter 4 Amendments 

 Chapter 5 Severability 

 Chapter 6 Effective Dates 
 

ARTICLE 35- AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST BY-LAW ............................................ 110 

 Chapter 1 Purposes 

 Chapter 2 Tenure of Trustees and Appointment 

 Chapter 3 Meetings of the Trust 

 Chapter 4 Powers of Trustees 

 Chapter 5 Acts of Trustees 

 Chapter 6 Liability 

 Chapter 7 Accounts 
 

ARTICLE 36 – STORMWATER MANAGEMENT BY-LAW ........................................... 113 

 Section 1 Purpose 

 Section 2 Applicability 

 Section 3 Exceptions 

 Section 4 Waivers 

 Section 5 Administration – Permits, Determination, and Conditions 

 Section 6 Coordination with Other Boards 

 Section 7 Notice and Hearings 

 Section 8 Operation and Maintenance Plan 

 Section 9 Certificate of Completion 

 Section 10 Stormwater Management Regulations 

 Section 11 Definitions 

 Section 12 Security 

 Section 13 Enforcement and Penalties 

 Section 14 Inspection 

 Section 15 Fees 

 Section 16 Appeals 

 Section 17 Relation to the Clean Water Act 

 Section 18 Severability 
 

ARTICLE 37 – ILLICIT DISCHARGE BY-LAW ............................................................... 122 

 Section 1 Purpose 

 Section 2 Definitions 

 Section 3 Applicability 

 Section 4 Authority 

 Section 5 Responsibility for Administration 

 Section 6 Regulations 

 Section 7 Prohibited Activities 

 Section 8 Exemptions 



General By-Laws 

Town of Grafton, Massachusetts Table of Contents 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Revised through Town Meeting 5/10/10; Approved by Attorney General 6/23/10 Page 9 of 130 

 Article 37 – Illicit Discharge By-Law - continued 
 

 Section 9 Emergency Suspension of Storm Drainage System Access 

 Section 10 Notification of Spills 

 Section 11 Enforcement 

 Section 12 Severability 

 Section 13 Transitional Provisions 
 

ARTICLE 38 – AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION ............................................................ 127 

 Section 1 Purpose 

 Section 2 Membership 
 

 

APPENDIX A - ADMINISTRATIVE CODE FOR THE CREATION OF A 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS ..................................................... 129 

 

 


