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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 1: General Provisions

ARTICLE 1
GENERAL PROVISI ONS

TITLE OF BY -LAWS

SECTION 1. The following provisions shall constitute the GENERAL BAWS of the
TOWN OF GRAFTON, MASSACHUSETTS, which shall be in lieu of altlaws heretofore in
force, except the Zoning Byaw accepted at a special town meeti@§, April 1956 and which
became effective, 31 May 1956.

Effect of Repeal

SECTION 2. The repeal of a blaw shall not thereby have the effect of reviving any by
laws theretofore repealed.

Effect of Change of Titles of Boards, Etc.

SECTION 3. Words andphrases specifying or naming any officer, board or committee of
the town, shall be construed as including the lawful successor, or the person or persons having the
powers and performing the duties of such officer, board or committee.

Power to License

SECTION 4. When in a bylaw anything is prohibited from being done without the license
or permission of a certain officer, board or committee, such officer, board or committee shall have
the right to license or permit such thing to be done.

Manner of Repeal

SECTION 5. Any or all of these byaws may be repealed or amended or othelaimg
may be adopted at any town meeting byiaority vote of the voters present and voting, an article or
articles for that purpose having been inserted in the warrant lofrsaeting by the Selectmén.M.
10/20/03)

Penalty

SECTION 6A. Whoever violates any of the provisions of thesdawys, shall, unless other
provision is expressly made herein or in the GENERAL LAWS, be subject to court procedure and
costs including rasonable attorney fees, all expenses of prosecution and all court costs thereof, and
shall forfeit and pay a finéfty ($50.00) for each offense. Each day that a violation continues shall
be considered a separate offer(3eM. 10/20/03)

SECTION 6B. All penalties for the violation of these Byaws may be recovered by
complaint before any court, or magistrate of the county, having jurisdiction of criminal offenses
committed within the Town, and the penalties so recovered shall be paid into the tfathey
Town. But no prosecution shall be commenced after six (6) months from the time of such violation,
unless otherwise provided by law.
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SECTION 6C. The Board of Selectmen shall be charged with the enforcement of these By
laws, and upon their owmitiative or upon the written petition of any citizen alleging a violation,
shall investigate the same and authorize in writing the Town Counsel to bring proper charges, if in
the Selectmen's discretion the facts warrant such action.

SECTION 6D. Whoever violates any provision of the Board of Health Smoking
Regulations, adopted February 23, 1999 and as they may be amended from time to time, in the
discretion of the enforcing person, be penalized in aanoninal proceeding as provided by G.L.

c.40, s21D. For purposes of this Section, "enforcing person" shall include police officers of the
Town and members of the Board of Health, the Board of Health Agent, and other authorized agents
of the Board of Health. Any enforcing person taking cognizance oflatiaio of said Regulations

may, as an alternative to initiating criminal proceeding, give to the offender a written notice to appear
before the clerk of the district court having jurisdiction thereof at any time during office hours, not
later than twentyone days after the date of such notice.

Validity

SECTION 7. If any provision of these Byaws is declared unconstitutional or illegal by
final judgment, order or decree of the Supreme Judicial Court of the Commonwealth, the validity of
the remaining prasions of these By.aws shall not be affected hereby.

One Elective Town Office at a Time

SECTION 8. Any citizen elected or appointed to fill a vacancy in an elective Town office
after the effective date of this #gw can hold only one elective Town o at one time. If an
elected Town official seeks another elective Town office, he will have to resign from the first office
prior to being sworn in to the second office. (T.M. 3/21/73)

Appointed Officers
SECTION 9. All other Town Officers shall bappointed as follows:
9-1 The Board of Selectmen shall appoint:

€)) A Town Administrator to serve for an indefinite term.

(b) A Board of Health to consist of fivmembers appointed for terms of three years .each
(T.M.5/12/08)

(c) A Conservation Commsson to consist of seven members appointed for terms of
three years each. (T.M. 10/16/89).

(d) A Board of Registrars of Voters in the manner provided by general law.

(e) A Board of Appeals to consist of five regular members appointed for terms of three
years each, and two associate members appointed for terms of three years each.

() A Council on Aging as provided for by Byaw.

(9) A Development and Industrial Commission as provided for by 8y.

(h) An Industrial Development Financing Authoritytime manner provided by General Law.

0] A Cable Television Oversight Committee.

()] A Cemetery Commission.

(K) Constables.
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()

(m)
(n)
(0)
(P)
(@)

A Emergency Managemeblirector and relate@mergency Managemepersonnel
(T. M. 10/20/03)

An Arts Lottery Coundi

A Grafton Historical Commission.

The McNamara Memorial Committee.

The Municipal Center Renovation Committee

A Board of Trustees of Soldiers Memorials.

9-2 The Town Administrator shall appoint:

(@)

(b)
(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)
(9)
(h)
(i)
()
(k)
()
(m)
(n)
(0)
(P)
(@)
()
()
(t)
(u)

(v)
(w)

A Director of Public Works (if anyand all other employees of A Department of
Public Works.
A Police Chief and other Police Officers to serve to indefinite terms.

A Board of Fire Engineers, a Fire Chief, Forest Wardens, and other Fire Fighters to
serve for indefinite terms.

A Board of Assessors, to consist of a Principal Assessor, who shall sertienéull
and two Associate Assessors, who shall servetipagt the term of all members shall
be three years.

A Board of Sewer Commissioners to consist of three members appfuntedns of
three years each.

A Town Treasurer/Collector to serve for a term of three years.

A Town Accountant to serve for a term of three years.

An Inspector of Buildings to serve for an indefinite term.

A Wire Inspector to serve for andefinite term.

An Inspector of Gas Appliances and Gas Fittings to serve for an indefinite term.

A Plumbing Inspector to serve for an indefinite term.

An Animal Inspector to serve for an indefinite term.

An Animal Control Officer to servéor an indefinite term.

A Board of Trustees of Nelson Park and Memorial.

A Recreation Commission.

A Parking Clerk.

A Town Counsel.

A Town Engineer.

A Town Forest Committee.

A Traffic Safety Committee.

A Veterans Service Dactor, Veterans Agent, Veteran's Grave Officer and a Burial
Agent.

A health agent, animal inspector, and other personnel of a department of Public
Health.

A Sealer of Weights and Measures in accordance with Civil Service law and rules.

NOTE: All other appointments not listed herein shall be made under the guidelines set forth in the
Grafton Home Rule Charter, Article 3, Sectiof? 3d) and Article 4, Section-2 (b), and other
relevant sections.
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Town of GraftonMassachusetts General ByLaws
Article 2: Town Meetings

ARTICLE 2
TOWN MEETINGS

Date of Town Meeting andElections

SECTION 1. The annual town election for the election of town officers and for the
determina tion of all other matters to be referred to the voters shall be held on the first Monday in
May of each year.

SECTION 1A. The springsession of theannual town meeting shall be held on the second
Monday in May of each year and the third Monday in October, both sessions to begin at 7:30 PM,
and if there is unfinished business that subsequent adjourned meetings shall held on the following
Wednesday anlflonday evenings consecutively at 7:30 PM until final adjournment.

Polling Hours

SECTION 2. The polls shall be opened during such hours as the Selectmen shall specify in
the warrant.

Notice of Meeting

SECTION 3. Warrants for all town meetings shak Iserved by posting an attested copy
thereof in some conspicuous place in each of the precincts of town at least (14) fourteen days before
said meeting. Notice of all town meetings will be by publication in one or more newspapers
generally circulated irhe Town.

Adjourned Meeting

SECTION 4. As soon as practicable after the adjournment of any Town Meeting, on a vote
to adjourn to another day, the clerk shall cause a brief statement of the day and hour to which the
adjournment was voted and of the bussieemaining to come before the meeting, to be posted in at
least one public place in each precinct of the Town.

Only Voters Admitted to Floor of Hall

SECTION 5. At any Town Meeting held for the transaction of Town business, if the
Moderator, or a votef the meeting so orders, no person whose name is not on the list of voters shall
be admitted to the floor of the hall, and such order may be enforced by the use of the check list, but
the same shall not apply to the state election, primaries, or Townnigléet the election of Town
Officers, or to be construed to prohibit press reporters from the meeting. The Moderator shall
determine the bounds of the hall.

Speaking Time
SECTION 6. No person shall speak for more than five minutes for the secondtiraay

subject if there are any other citizens who desire to be, but have not been, heard on the same subiject,
without first obtaining leave of the meeting.
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Town of GraftonMassachusetts General ByLaws
Article 2: Town Meetings

Motions in Writing

SECTION 7. Any report, resolution or motion shdble reduced to writing beferbeing
submitted to the meetingl'. M. 10/20/03).

Smallest Sums First on Motions

SECTION 8. On substitute motions and proposed amendments involving sums of money,
the votes shall be taken in descending order, the largest sum proposed shall be fakéemngh
voting shall continue until an affirmative vote on a sum is reached. Any lesser amounts proposed not
then voted upon shall be deemed to have been defeated.

Priority of Motions

SECTION 9. When a question is before the meeting, the followrigo$ motions shall be
used as a guide, and shall ordinarily have precedence in their numerical order:

To adjourn.

Take a recess.

Rise to a question of privilege.
Call for the order of the day.
Lay on or take from the table.
Call for the previous question.
Limit or extend limits of debate.
Postpone to a certain time.

. Commit, refer or recommit to a committee.
10. Pass over.

11. Amend.

12. Main motion.

©CoNOOR~WNE

But the treatment and order of receipt, of these and all otheéomsomade in a Town
Meeting shall be left to the final decision of the Moderator.

Reconsideration

SECTION 10. A motion to reconsider any prior vote shall not be accepted. All votes taken
shall be deemed to be final. (T.M. 10/19/92)

Recognition by Maderator
SECTION 11. No person shall address the meeting without first being recognized by the
Moderator. When two or more persons rise to speak at the same time the Moderator shall name the
one entitled to speak.
Articles to be Acted on in Order
SECTION 12. Articles in the Warrant shall be acted upon in the order in which they stand,

except that the Moderator shall, upon request and for reasons stated, entertain a motion to take up an
article out of its regular order.
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Town of GraftonMassachusetts General ByLaws
Article 2: Town Meetings

Motion to Dissolve Not in OrderUntil All Article Have Been Acted Upon

SECTION 13. No motion, the effect of which would be to dissolve a Town Meeting, shall
be in order until every article in the Warrant has been duly considered and acted upon, but this shall
not preclude the postpement of actioron or consideration of, any article to an adjournment of the
meeting to a stated time.

Moderator to Appoint Committees Unless Otherwise Voted

SECTION 14. All special committees shall be appointed by the Moderator unless otherwise
specifcally directed by the meeting, and all committees so appointed shall be directed to report
within a definite time. Any committee so appointed shall kedputesof all their meetings All
records of the committeghall be filed with the Town Clerk upafischarge of the committee. If a
committee does not report within the time stated, it shall be considered discharged unless in the
meantime the town shall have granted an extension of €iid. 10/20/03)

Determination of Vote

SECTION 15. When a qudson is put, the sense of the meeting shall be determined by a
show of hands of the Town Meeting voters and the Moderator shall declare the vote as it appears to
him. If the Moderator is unable to decide the vote by the show of hands, or if his desision i
immediately questioned, he shall determine the vote by a standing vote and he may appoint tellers to
make and return the count.

Written or Printed Ballot

SECTION 16. If before action is taken on an article or on an item thereof, taw@mywoters
request that the vote on said article or item thereof be by written or printed ballot, the same shall be
ordered by the Moderator and the voting list shall be used.

Discharge of Committees

SECTION 17. A vote to accept the report of a special committed! gilace the report
before the meeting, but shall not discharge the committee. A vote to adopt or reject the report of a
special committee with, or without amendment, shall discharge the committee.

Other Procedures for Town Meeting

SECTION 18. In all matters not covered by these-lays the town moderator shall be
guided by the rules of parliamentary procedures as applied to Town Meetigdarrenedition of
"Town Meeting Time, A Practical Handbook of Parliamentary LaWw:' M. 10/20/03)

SECTION 18A. The Moderator may take all votes requiring a-thinds majority in the
same manner in which he or she conducts the taking of a vote when a majority vote is.required
(T.M. 5/10/99)

Revised througfifownMeeting5/10/1Q Approved byAttorney Generab/23/10 Pagel5of 130



Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 3: Finance Committee

ARTICLE 3
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Membership of Committee

SECTION 1. There shall be a Finance Committee for the Town, which shall perform the
duties set forth in the following sections of this article and be governed by the provisions thereof,
along with provisions of the Grafton Home Rule Charter Article 2 secti®rflf and other relevant
sections thereof. Said committee shall consist of nine (9)/tegateredvoters of the Town, one
from each precinct, and five members at large, but in no event more than four members from one
precinct, which committee shall be apped as provided in the following sectiorNo Town
Officer, as defined in the Town Charter, either elected or appointed shall be eligible to serve on the
Finance Committee(T.M. 10/18/04)

Appointment and Term of Office

SECTION 2. The Moderator, at € spring session of the annual Town Meeting shall
appoint (3) three members of said committee for terms of three (3) years to fill the expired seats on
said committee as they arise. Said committee shall choose its own officers and shall serve without
pay, and it shall cause to beept a true record of its proceedingdle mber sé ter ms sh
concurrent with the fiscal yeafT.M. 10/20/03)

Notice of Hearings

SECTION 3. Notice of public hearings held by the Finance Committee shall be given by
posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Center Bulletin Boamid by publication in a local
newspapeof a notice stating the time and plaaéleastsevenbut no more than fourteen ddysfore
said hearingT.M.10/20/03)

SECTION 3A. The report of the Financ€ommittee shall be printed and copies shall be
made available for distribution to every person who shall request a copy thereof at the office of the
town clerk, at the public library and at its branches, at the police station and at other places in the
town for the convenience of the voters. The reports shall be available at least seven days before the
town meeting is to act on any article contained in the warrant for the said town meeting.

Annual Report

SECTION 4. It shall be the duty of said Commi¢teéo make an annual report to be printed
with the annual report of the other town officers.

Access to Records

SECTION 5. In the discharge of its duty, said Committee shall have free access to all books
of record and accounts of any office or departinoéthe Town.

Submission of Budget

SECTION 6. At least ninety (90) days before the Town Meeting is to convene in its spring
session, the Town Administrator, after consultation with the Board of Selectmen, shall submit to the
Finance Committee a propakeperating budget for the ensuing fiscal year with an accompanying
budget message and supporting documents.
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 4: Town Officers, Property, Records

ARTICLE 4
TOWN OFFICERS, PROPERTY AND RECORDS

Custody of Town Documents

SECTION 1. All Town Officers shall turn over to their successors irfficef at the
expiration of their term of office, all books, papers, documents, or other property in their custody
belonging to the Town. All departments shall turn over to the Town Clerk all papers, contracts,
documentscomputer filesdeeds, maps, citpcations, blueprints and other material of permanent
value, as soon as possible after these articles are acquired or exélhsd shall be deposited in
the Town Clerk's vault, unless otherwise provided by [@w. 10/20/03)

Annual Report

SECTION 2. Each officer, board or committee of the Town shall annuaflyJanuary 31,
file with the Board ofSelectmen a full and comprehensive report of akdtsvities, and if in charge
of the expenditure of Town funda,review of its condition, a financiatatement and estimate of the
appropriation needed for the ensuing year. This report shall include a list of all individuals and
businesses, and the amounts paid to each, that have receadtbusand and no/100 ($1,000.00)
dollars or more during the ge for services or supplies which have been charged against the
appropriations under the control of said officer, board or comn{itt&. 10/20/03)

Material to be Included in Annual Town Report

SECTION 3. The Selectmen, before the annual Town Meetshgll, at the expense of the
Town, print the annual town report for the use of the inhabitants, and in addition to the departmental
reports for the municipal year, as submitted to the Selectmen under Section 2 above, and other
matters required by law, thmok shall contain:

a. A complete list of the Town Officers with expiring date of office, showing the
organization of the different boards.

b. Copiesof the warrant for the Annual and Special Town Meetings held during the
Municipal year, together with the mitas of the Town Clerk, showing the action taken at
each meeting. (T.M. 12/16/71).

c. A report of all claims that are outstanding and all suits in which the Town is a party.
d. A list of what betterments have been assessed during the municipal year.

e. A tabulakd statement showing the object of each appropriation for the year, the amount
appropriated, the amount overdrawn, if any, in each instance, and an itemized list of all
unpaid bills and obligations.

f. A classified statement of all expenditures and receiptise Town in detail, so as to give
a fair and full exhibit of the objects and methods of all expenditures. This detailed report
shall itemize each department's expenditures by types of goods or services pu(@hased
M. 10/20/03)
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 4: Town Officers, Property, Records

Use of Town Seal

SECTION 4. No Town officer or member of a Town Board, Committee or Commission
shall use any paper, stationery, or other article bearing the Town seal or representation thereof, or
bearing the name of a Town Board, Committee or Commission for other ti@al @ifirposegT.M.
10/20/03)

Notification of Town Clerk of Office Hours

SECTION 5. All Town officers, boards and committees shall notify the Town Clerk of
their organization and of their office hours or times of stated meetings.

Written Contracts

SECTION 6. Unless otherwise provided by a vote of the Town Meeting, the Board of
Selectmen for all departments except the School Department, and the School Committee for the
School Department are authorized to enter into any contract for the exerciselTofith's corporate
powers, on such terms and conditions as are deemed appropriate. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the
Board of Selectmen and School Committee shall not contract for any purpose, on any terms, or under
any conditions inconsistent with anypmicable provisions of any general or special law. (T.M.
10/17/88) (T.M. 5/13/91)

Purchase of Property or Supplies by Public Bids

SECTION 7. Every contract for the procurement of supplies, services or interests in real
property and for the disposaf supplies or interests in real property shall be made in accordance
with the provisions of Chapter 30B of the Massachusetts General Laws. (T.M. 6/3/81) (T.M.
5/13/91)(T.M. 10/20/03)

Custody and Approval of Contracts

SECTION 8. Whenever any writtertontract is required by these #yws, it shall be
approved as to form, by the Town Counsel in writing. Said contract, with the Town Counsel's
written approval as to form, shall be filed with the Town Accountant within one wofesgbproval by
Town Counsel(T.M. 5/13/91 T.M. 10/20/03)

Sale ofObsolete, Surplus or UnusedProperty

SECTION 9. Every board or officer in charge of a department may, with the approval of the
Selectmen, sell angbsolete, surplus or unusptbperty or material not required bych department
not exceedind-ive Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) value. Personal property or material having a
value in excess dfive Thousandollars ($,000.00) shall be sold only after authorization by a vote
of the Town. The Board of Selectmen maransfer such property to another Town Board o
Department having use for the san&.M. 10/20/03)

Heavy Equipment Pool
(Deleted T.M. 10/15/90)
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 4: Town Officers, Property, Records

Presentation of ByLaws

SECTION 10. A copy of the Town Bytaws with amendments copy of the Open
Meeting Law, a copy of the Conflict of Interest Law, and a copy of the Town Clerédh be
presented by the Town Clerk to all elected or appointed town officers and committee members,
immediately after they are sworn into offi(eM. 10/20/03)

Meetings

SECTION 11. All Boards, Committees and Commissions must be appoistedrn in,
meet, organize and elect officers within thirty days of the Annual Town Meeting, or within thirty
days of the meeting at which a special purpose Board, Committee or Coomnissauthorized. The
same rules shall apply to individual appointments. (T.M. 3/21WA4. 10/20/03)
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Town of Grafte, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 5: Selectmen

ARTICLE 5
SELECTMEN

General Management

SECTION 1. The Selectmen shall have the general direction and management of the
property and affairs ohe Town in all matters not otherwise provided for by law, by Town Charter
or by these ByLaws.

Police Regulations

SECTION 2. The Selectmen shall make, from time to time, such rules and regulations for
the government, management and disposition of pakdbey may deem expedient.

Claims and Suits

SECTION 3. The Selectmen shall have full authority as agents of the Town, acting upon
the advice of the Town Counsel, to settle any claims or suits against thgT.dvri0/20/03)

Defending Interest of Town

SECTION 4. The Selectmen shall appear in the interest of the Town, either personally or
by Town Counsel or by special counsel, before any court, committee, or any State or County Board
or Commission. They shall have full authority as agents of thenTamting upon the advice of the
Town Counsel or special counsel, to institute and prosecute any and all necessary suits and
proceedings in favor of the Town, and to appear and defend any and all suits and legal proceedings
against or involving the Town'sterest, except as is otherwise provided by law.

Execution of Deeds

SECTION 5. All conveyances of land or interests in land or other Town property which
may hereafter be authorized by vote of the Town, or otherwise, shall be signed by a majority of the
Board of Selectmen, unless otherwise provided by law or by a vote of the Town, and shall be sealed
with the Town seal.

Lists of Appointments

SECTION 6. The Selectmen shall, immediately after any person is chosen or appointed to
Town Office, file with theTown Clerk a list of such choice or appointment.

Designation of Clerk
SECTION 7. The Selectmen shall designate one of its members as Clerk who shall enter all

its records, orders and proceedings in a bound book, and this shall be placed in thecfusedy
Town Clerk, and shall be open to the inspection of any person at reasonable times.
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 6: Treasurer / Collector

ARTICLE 6
TREASURER/COLLECTOR

Placing of Bond

SECTION 1. Before entering upon the duties of his office the Town Treasurer/Collector
shall give bond to the Towmith good and sufficient surety, to be approved by the Selectmen. Said
bond shall be upon condition that said Treasurer/Collector shall well and faithfully discharge the
duties of his office during any and every period of his incumbency thereof.

Custodianship

SECTION 2. The Treasurer/Collector shall be the custodian of all fiduciary bonds except as
hereafter provided, of all notes, bonds and coupons which have been paid, and all other documents
that may be required pursuant to State Law, TowsL8ys o the Town Charter.

Annual Report

SECTION 3. The Treasurer/Collector shall make an annual report which shall contain a
statement of the amount of money received and paid out by him during the year. A full exhibit and
full description of all moneys, pperties and securities which may be placed in his charge by virtue
of a vote of the Town or of any statutes or-Byws, or by virtue of any gifts, devise, bequest or
deposit; a list of all notes issued during the year showing the purpose for which maenegrmaved
and given the date, term, rate of interest, time of maturity, and premium, if any, received thereon; a
list of all notes paid during the year, and a list of all outstanding notes, with dates on which they
mature. This report, however, need nontain such details as are required by law to be shown on
the report of the Town Accountant.

Office Hours

SECTION 4. The Treasurer/Collector shall have stated hours for the transaction of business
and shall give public notice thereof.

(T.M. 10/15/90)
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 7: Town Clerk

ARTICLE 7
TOWN CLERK
Placing of Bond
SECTION 1. Before entering upon the duties of his office the Town Clerk shall give bond
to the Town, with good and sufficient surety, to be approved by the Selectmen. Said bond shall be
upon the condition that shiTown Clerk shall well and faithfully discharge the duties of his office
during any and every period of his incumbency thereof.
Report Files
SECTION 2. The Town Clerk shall keep a file of all Town reports, reports submitted by all
committees chosen likle Town and all original documents relating to the affairs of the Town which
come into his custody. He shall suitably index all such reports and all records of the Town in his
custody in a manner convenient for reference and examination.

Office Hours

SECTION 3. The Town Clerk shall have stated daily hours for the transaction of business
and shall give public notice thereof.

Ballot and Lists for Town Meeting

SECTION 4. The Town Clerk shall furnish for the use of the voters at the Town Meeting,
perforated "yes" and "no"" ballots with letters not less than-lalé inch high for use under the
direction of the Moderator, as provided under Article 2, Section 18, of theta\By, and he shall
also provide regular voting lists for use at Town Meeting.

Employment of Competent Person and Filing of Notes

SECTION 5. The Town Clerk shall make provisions to record by electronic or other means,
as shall be deemed appropriate by the Town Clerk, the proceedings of all Town Meetings. The
record so obtained shdlé filed and maintained as part of the public records of the Town.
(T.M. 3/18/74) (T.M. 5/13/91)

Enumeration of Fees

SECTION 6. The fees of the Town Clerk shall be as follows:

(1) For filing and indexing assignment for the benefit of creditors $1000

(11) Fo_r entering amendmgr)t qf a record of the birth of an illegitimate $10.00
child subsequently legitimized

(12) For correcting errors in a record of birth $10.00
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 7: Town Clerk

(13) For furnishing certificate of a birth $5.00
(13A) For furnishing an abstracopy of a record of birth $4.00
(14)  For entering delayed record of birth $10.00
(20) For filing cer_tlflcate of a person conducting business under any ti $40.00
other than his real name
For filing by a person conducting business under any ftitieraghan
21) his real name or change of his residence or of his discontinuance $20.00
retirement, or withdrawal from or of a change of location of such '
business
For furnishing certified copy of certificate of person conducting
22) business under any tither than is real name, or a statement by $5.00

such person of discontinuance, retirement, or withdrawal from st
business

For recording the name and address, date and number of the
(24) certificate issued to a person registered for the practice cdtppdi $20.00
the Commonwealth

(29) For correcting errors in a record of death $10.00

(30) For furnishing a certificate of death $5.00

(30A) For furnishing an abstract copy of a record of death $4.00

(42) For entering notice of intention of marriagedaissuing certificates $15.00
thereof

(43) For entering certificate of marriage filed by persons married out ¢ $5.00
the Commonwealth

(44) For issuing certificate of marriage $5.00

(44A) For furnishing an abstract copy of a record of marriage $4.00

(45) For correcting errors in a record of marriage $10.00

(54) For recording power of attorney $10.00
For recording certificate of registration granted to a person to enq

(57) . . oo iy $20.00
in the practice of optometry or issuing a certified copy thereof

(59) For recording the name of the owner of a certificate of registratio $20.00

a physician or osteopath in the Commonwealth

For recording order granting locations of poles, piers, abutments
conduits, alterations or transfers thereof, and inereasaumber of

(62) wires and cable or attachments under the provisions of Sec. 22 ¢
Chapter 166 $3.50 additional for each street or way included in
such order

$40.00 flat rate
$10. 00 a
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 7: Town Clerk

For examining records or papers relating to birth riage or deaths

(66) upon application of any person, the actual expense thereof, but r $5.00
less than
(67) For copying any manuscript or record pertaining to a birth, marri $5.00/page

or death

For receiving and filing of a complete inventory dfisdms to be

included in a Aclosing out sa& t
(69) Adi scontinuance of business s $10.00 I page
R L« $2. 00 age
our | ease, 0 Amust vacate, o Af
meaning

For filing a cop of written instrument or declaration of trust by the
(75) trustees of an association or trust, or any amendment thereof as $20.00
provided by Sec. 2, Chap. 182

(78) For recording deed of lot or plot in a public burial place or cemet: $10.00

$10.00 ' page
(79) For recording any other documents not specifically named hereir $2. 00 e
page

Voterds card $5.00

(T.M. 5/27/81) (T.M. 10/16/89T.M. 10/20/03)
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts Gereral By-Laws
Article 8: Town Accountant

ARTICLE 8
TOWN ACCOUNTANT
Annual Audit
SECTION 1. There shall b an annual audit of the Town accounts. (T.M. 10/19/92)
Annual Report
SECTION 2. The Town Accountant shall, in his annual report, in addition to such matters
as are required by law, furnish a condensed statement of the financial condition of thenfiown a
financial transactions for the year covered by such report.

Custody of Bonds

SECTION 3. The Town Accountant shall have the custody of all contracts with the Town,
unless otherwise provided by law.

(T.M. 3/18/74) (T.M. 10/19/9ZJ.M. 10/20/03)
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 9: Assessors

ARTICLE 9
ASSESSORS
Valuation Lists
SECTION 1. The Board of Assessors shall post a list of the real estate and personal
property assessedaluationsfor eachrevaluationyear, and in years where Towwide interim

adjustments to value are madefour public places within the Town.

(T.M. 10/19/92JT.M.10/20/03)
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 10: Town Counsel

ARTICLE 10
TOWN COUNSEL

Appointment and Term of Office

SECTION 1. The Town Administrator shall each year after the annual Town Meeting, and
whenever a vacancy shall exist, choose someoetent lawyer to act as Town Counsel. He shall be
paid such compensation as the Town shall determine. The Town Administrator may remove him at
pleasure. His term of office shall continue until the appointment and acceptance of his successor.

Duties

SECTION 2. The Town Counsel shall, when required by the several Town officers, boards
and committees, furnish a written opinion on any legal question that be submitted to him in regard to
any matter which concerns the Town or them as Town officers, arfttiesall times furnish legal
advice to any officer of the Town who may require his opinion upon any subject with reference to the
duties incumbent upon such officer by virtue of his office.

Prosecution and Defense of Suits

SECTION 3. The Town Counselshall, unless otherwise directed by the Town
Administrator, prosecute all suits ordered to be brought by the Town, or defend suits brought against
the Town or its officers in their official capacity. He shall, when requested by the Town
Administrator, apear before any tribunal, whether in law, equity or otherwise, or before any board,
referee, commissioners, committee, arbitrators or other tribunal in matters in which the Town may be
a party, or in which the Town may be interested. For such servicédilereceive suitable
compensation as determined by the Town Administrator.

Prosecution for Violation of Statutes

SECTION 4. The Town Counsel shall prosecuis behalf of the Town, all cases for the
violation of the statutes, or of these-Bgws, when equested in writing by any board or officer of
the Town. For such services he shall receive suitable compensation as determined by the Town
Administrator (T.M. 10/20/03)

Drawing Up and Approval of Legal Instruments

SECTION 5. Town Counsel shall draw pu all bonds, deeds, leases, obligations,
conveyances and other legal instruments or approve the same.

Annual Report

SECTION 6. Town Counsel shall annually make a written report to the Town
Administrator, to be printed in the annual Town Report, conogrithe professional services
rendered by him during the preceding year. Said report shall contain a statement of each case or
claim which has been tried, settled or otherwise disposed of by him during the year, and also a
statement of each case which tidl pending and the status of the same insofar as the facts may be
properly published, together with such other information and recommendations as he may deem
advisable.
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 11 Inspector of Wires

ARTICLE 11
INSPECTOR OF WIRES

Powers

SECTION 1. The Inspector of Wires appointéd accordance with General Laws Chapter
166, Section 32 and Acts of 1932, Chapter 282, Section 26, shall have control of the supervision and
inspection of electrical wiring and shall endorse allByvs, and regulations that relate thereto.

Permits

SECTION 2. Before any person, firm or corporation shall install any electrical wiring, said
person, firm or corporation shall make application to the Inspector of Buildings office for a permit
for that purpose, pay a fee, as determined by the Board of Sefecmd shall file with the Inspector
of Wires such information or specifications as may be required. No permit will be required to do the
following classes of electrical work:

a. Theinstallation, alteration or repair of electrical equipment installedridgroan electric
utility company for the use of such company in the generation, transmission, distribution
or metering of electricity.

b. Thereplacement of electrical lamps or the repair of electrical equipment and appliances
which are plugged into a permently installed electrical outlet.

c. For emergency repairs and maintenance of electrical wiring in establishments where a
licensed electrician is employed continuously on the premises.

Inspections

SECTION 3. When any work is complete or ready for ingjp@t, the Inspector of Wires
shall be notified. If, upon inspection, the work is found to comply with the requirements of this By
Law and all applicable state laws, approval shall be given by the Inspector of Wires authorizing the
electrical utility compay for the connection to the electrical service work is defective, all defects
shall be remedied before such an approval is issued.

Penalty

SECTION 4. Whoever violates any provisions of thisBgw shall be liable to a penalty
not exceeding Twenty Dolta ($20.00).
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 12: Safety and Order

ARTICLE 12
SAFETY AND ORDER
Moving of Buildings

SECTION 1. No buildings shall be moved over a public street without a permit from the
Board of Selectmen and the Inspector of Buildings. The Board of Selectmen shall require the owner
of any building being moved or the person moving it, or both, to file with the Inspector of Buildings
office a bond with satisfactory sureties to save the Town harmless from loss, costs or damages.
(T.M. 1/14/85) (T.M. 10/19/92)

Obstruction of Streets

SECTION 2. No person shall place or cause to be placed, in any public street, anything
tending to obstruct the public way, without a written permit from the Selectmen.

Fireworks and Firearms

SECTION 3. No person shall discharge any kind of firearms, noy frecrackers, or
fireworks, or explosive compound, in any street or public way, nor throw such fireworks, or
explosive material, within the limits of any street or public way, except in the performance of a legal
right or duty.

Disposal of Polluted Mateial

SECTION 4. No person shall conduct or empty any filthy water or unclean matter into or
upon any street or public way.

Littering on Public Streets

SECTION 5. No person shall throw or place or cause to be thrown or placed upon or along
any street ppublic way of the Town any nails, spikes, screws, glass, tin cans, garbage or other
similar articles.

Control of Snow and Water Off Buildings

SECTION 6. No owner or person having care of a building abutting upon any curbed or
finished sidewalk, the af of which building slants toward such sidewalk, shall permit such building
to be without a barrier, snow guard or other device to prevent the falling of snow or ice from such
roof to the sidewalk, nor shall the owner or person having care of any sidingdmjipermit water to
discharge on any sidewalk from such building in such manner as to flow over the sidewalk.

Damage to Lights and Signals
SECTION 7. No person shall extinguish, damage or break any street or electric light bulb,

or remove any lighplaced to warn the public against an obstruction or defect in any street or public
way, unless such persons is authorized by those having charge of such light, or of the street or way.

Revised througfifownMeeting5/10/1Q Approved byAttorney Generab/23/10 Page29of 130



Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 12: Safety and Order

Towing of Obstructing Vehicles

SECTION 8A. TheDirector of PublicWorks or his designeer other officer having charge
of ways, for the purpose of removing or plowing snow, or removing ice, from any way, may remove,
or cause to be removed, to some convenient place, including in such term a public garage, any
vehicle intefering with such work, and the owner of such vehicle shall be responsible for the cost of
such removal and all storage charges, if any, resulting thereffolh. 10/20/03)

Penalty

SECTION 8B. Whoever violates any provisions of the previous sectidy) (& the By
Laws shall be liable to a penalty diventy Five Dollars (£5.00) for the first offense, FiftDollars
($50.00) for the second offense af@he Hundredollars ($.00.00) for the third and succeeding
offenses. (T.M. 3/18/74).M. 10/20/03)

Depositing Snow on Town Roadways

SECTION 8C.No person other than an employee in the service of the Town, or an employee
in the service of an independent contractor acting for the Town, shall pile, push or plow snow or ice
onto or across a Town roadway. Wéver violates this section shall be punished by a fine of One
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) for each offen§e M. 10/20/03)

Obstructing Public Ways

SECTION 9. Persons shall not congregate or stand upon any sidewalk, street or public way
S0 as to bstruct the free passage thereof, after being directed by a police officer to move on.

Disorderly Conduct

SECTION 10. No persons shall behave in a rude or disorderly manner, or use any indecent,
profane, or insulting language in any street, highwayptber public place in the town, or be or
remain upon any doorstep, portico, or other projection from any house or other building not his own,
or any church, meeting house, railroad depot, or platform, public hall, or entrance thereto, to the
annoyance odisturbance of any person. Nor shall any person at or near upon any such dwelling
house, building, sidewalk, doorstep, portico, fence or projection or such meeting house, public hall,
railroad depot, or platform or entrance thereto, commit any nuisance.

Grazing on Public Ways
SECTION 11A. No person shall pasture any animal upon any street or way in the town,
with or without keeper, except within the limit of such way adjoining his own premises, and on the
same side of the street therewith.
Animals or Vehicles in Or Upon Public Areas
SECTION 11B. No person shall permit any animals or vehicles to be in or upon the

Common, parks or developed recreation areas of the Town except within the limit of the designated
parking areas. (T.M. 3/18/74)
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Town of Grafton, Massachusetts General ByLaws
Article 12: Safety and Order

Bills and Posters

SECTION 12. No person shall post up, or affix in any manner any bill, placard, or notice,
either written or printed, upon the fence, posts or guide boards, walls, bridges, trees, stones, rocks, or
any other object or upon any part of any buitdin the Town, without the previous consent of the
occupant or the occupants, or those having charge thereof, or if there be no occupant, without the
previous consent of the owner thereof. No person shall make any indecent figures, or write any
indecentor obscene words upon any building structure, or public place in this town.

Coasting, Cycling and Missile Throwing

SECTION 13A. No person shall throw stones, snowballs, or other missiles, nor coast or
slide down, in or along any of the sidewalks oests of this town, upon any sled, boards, or
otherwise, or ride a bicycle on the sidewalks within the Town, except at such places and under such
restrictions and regulations as the Selectmen shall designate. (T.M. 10/15/01)

SECTION 13B. No person shalbperate or ride on a skateboard, roller skates, -tinén
skates on any public property, sidewalk, or street where signs are posted prohibiting such use. Any
person violating this Section shall be fined TweRiye Dollars. (T.M. 10/15/01)

Definition of Streets

SECTION 14. Whenever the words "Streets or Street" are mentioned in thelsavbyit
should be understood as including any place to which the public has a right or access.

Bathing Restrictions

SECTION 15. No person shall bathe or swimamy of the waters within the Town, in a
state of nudity, in places exposed to public view, in the immediate sight of the occupant or occupants
of any building.

Licensing of Junk Dealers

SECTION 16. The Board of Selectmen of the town may license sw@tgarsons to be
collectors of, dealers in or keepers of shops for the purchase, sale or barter of junk, old metals or
second hand articles, may make rules and regulations relative to their business and may provide the
supervision thereof. Said licensingdsd may make additional rules, regulations, and restrictions.
Said licenses may be revoked at the pleasure of the Board.

In accordance with Chapter 140, Section 54 of the Massachusetts General Laws the following
rules and regulations shall apply to &llenses issued under this Article, with reference to the
purchase of gold, silver and platinum.

a. Whoeveris carrying on a business of purchasing, selling or bartering of gold, silver or
platinum shall keep a numbered form book approved by the Town ichvdhall be
entered at the time of receiving any article, the name, address, date of birth and sex of the
person from whom purchased and a detailed description of item purchased, date of
purchase and time of purchase of any item exceeding tvfigatgollars ($25.00).
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b. Any person who sells or barters gold, silver or platinum shall be required to show to the
buyer prior to said sale, identification which includes a photograph of the seller. Said
seller shall also sign legal signature on form provided, upompletion of said
transaction.

c. Theform book herein described shall be at all times open to inspection by the Chief of
Police, or his designee.

d. All licenses granted under this Article shall designate the place where the person licensed
may carry on hisusiness, and he shall not engage in or carry on his business in any other
place than the one designated.

e. All purchases of gold, silver or platinum shall be kept on the premises of the licensee for
a minimum of (20) twenty days and shall at all timesmythe said (20) twenty days be
available for inspection by the Chief of Police or his designee.

f.  No person licensed under this Article shall purchase any article from any minor, knowing
or having reasonable cause to believe that such person is a minor.

g. Any violation of this section may result in the revocation of license issued under this
Article by the Board of Selectmen.

Licensing of Hawkers and Peddlers

SECTION 17. The Board of Selectmen shall license suitable persons to be hawkers and
peddlers omerchandise, produce, flowers, furniture, artwork, etc. as provided in Sections 16 and 17
of Chapter 101 of the General Laws. No person or persons may engage in the activity described in
this section without being licensed by the Board of Selectmen.Bohel of Selectmen may make
additional rules and regulations relative to this type of business and may revoke said licenses at its
pleasure. (T.M. 10/16/89)

Penalty

SECTION 18. Whoever violates any provisions of this article of thelByvs, except
Sedions 8A and 8B Towing of Obstructing Vehicles, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
Twenty Dollars ($20.00). (T.M. 3/18/74)

Soliciting or Canvassing

SECTION 19. It shall be unlawful for any solicitor or canvasser as defined in thikdBy
secion to engage in such business within the Town of Grafton without first obtaining a license
therefore in compliance with the provisions of thisIByw section. The provisions of this Baw
section shall not apply to any person residing within the Towarafton and engaged in the pursuit
of soliciting for charitable benevolent, fraternal, religious or political activities, nor to any person
exempted under Chapter 101 of the General Laws, or to any person duly licensed under Chapter 101
of the General Las, or to any person exempted by any other General Law, nor shall thiavBy
section be construed to prevent persons having established customers to whom they make periodic
deliveries from calling upon such customers or from making calls upon prospecsi@mers to
solicit an order for future periodic deliveries.
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A solicitor or canvasser is defined as any person, who, for himself, or for another person,
firm or corporation, travels by foot, automobile or any other type of conveyance from place to place,
from house to house, taking or attempting to lease or to take orders for the sale of goods, wares,
merchandise, or services, or taking or attempting to take contributions for any purpose, including,
without limiting, the selling, distributing, exposingrfsale of soliciting orders for magazines, books,
periodicals or other articles of a commercial nature, the contracting of all home improvements, or for
services to be performed in the future whether or not such individual has, carries or exposes for retai
sale a sample of the subject of such sale, whether or not he is collecting advance payment on such
retail sales.

Applicants for a license shall file with the Chief of Police, on a form issued by him, a written
application signed under the penaltiepefjury, containing the following information:

Name of applicant.

Address of applicant (local and permanent address).

Applicant's height, weight, eye and hair color.

Applicant's Social Security Number.

The length of time for which the righd do business is desired.

A brief description of the nature of the business and goods to be sold.

The name and home office address of the applicamgoyer. If seHemployed, it ball

sostate.

h. A photograph of the applicant which picture lsba submited by the applicant and be
2" x2"showing the head and shoulders of the applicant in a clear and distinguishing
manner.

i. If operating a motor vehicle: The year, make, color, model, motor number, state of
registrationvehicle's owner athaddress.

j.  The applicant's fingerprints.

@ "0 oo0 Ty

At the time of filing the application, each applicant shall pay adebe Town of Grafton as
set and periodically amended by the Board of SelectméhM. 3/21/73, T.M. 5/16/79T.M.
10/19/09

Upon receipof the application, the Chief of Police shall investigate the applicant's reputation
as to morals and integrity.

After an investigation of the applicant's morals and integrity, the Chief of Police shall
approve or disapprove the application and ndtify applicant of his decision. In the event that the
application is approved, a license shall issue. Any applicant shall have the right of appeal to the
Board of Selectmen.

Such license when issued shall contain the signature of the issuing officghradinshow the
name, address and photograph of said licensee, the date of issuance and the length of time the same
shall be operative, as well as the license number. The Chief of Police shall keep a record of all
licenses issued for a period of six (&ays. Solicitors and canvassers when engaged in the business
of soliciting or canvassing are required to display an identifying badge issued by the Chief of Police,
by wearing said badge on an outer garment.
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Each licensee is required to possess an iithgial license. The Police Officers of the Town
of Grafton shall enforce this Blyaw section. No license shall be transferred.

The Chief of Police is hereby vested with jurisdiction over the revoking of licenses.

Each license issued under the provisiof this ByLaw section shall continue in force for
one year from the date of its issue unless sooner revoked.

An applicant requesting a renewal of a license must apply in person for such license renewal,
and provide such material as required by theefdsf Police.

Any person violating any provisions of this Byaw section shall, upon conviction thereof,
be punished by a fine not to exceed Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each and every offense. (T.M. 3/21/73,
T.M. 5/16/79)

Alcoholic Beverages

SECTION 20A. No person shall consume any alcoholic beverage or have in possession any
opened container of any alcoholic beverage or container whose seals have been broken and recapped
of such beverages upon any place or building or private land or place inwheofdGrafton to
which members of the public have access as invitees or licenses without the permission of the owner
or person in control thereof. The burden of proving such consent shall be upon the defendant.

SECTION 20B. No person shall keep, us@rsume or have in his possession any alcoholic
beverage or any open container of alcoholic beverage or containers whose seals have been broken
and recapped on such beverages as defined in Section (a) and in any public park or playground in the
Town of Grafon and within one hundred (100) feet thereof except as may be provided in Section (a).

SECTION 20C. All alcoholic beverages being used in violation of thislByv shall be
seized and safely held until final adjudication of the charge against the pensersons so arrested
or summoned before the Court at which time they shall be disposed of as directed by the Court. A
Police Officer witnessing a violation of this Byw shall have the right to arrest such person or
persons without a warrant and shaling the person or persons so arrested before the Court within
twenty-four hours, Sundays and holidays excepted.

The penalty for violation of this Bizaw shall not exceed Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each
offense. (T.M. 6/3/81)

Regulating Parking AreasFor The Vehicles Of Disabled
Veterans or Handicapped Persons

SECTION 21-1. Designated parking spaces for vehicles owned and operated by disabled
veterans or by handicapped persons and bearing the distinctive number plates authorized by section
two of chapter ninety of the Massachusetts General Laws or special parking identification plates (i.e.,
placards) or any vehicle bearing the official identification of a handicapped person issued by any
other state as amended by Chapter 632, Section 7 of thefA385 and as amended be provided in
public and private offtreet parking areas.
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a. Any Town body or person that has lawful control of a public or private way or of improved
or enclosed property used as-sfifeet parking areas for businesses, shoppinty ntlaéaters,
auditoriums, sporting or recreational facilities, cultural centers, residential dwellings, or for
any other place where the public has a right of access as invitees or licensees, to reserve
parking spaces in said edtreet parking areas fany vehicle owned and operated by a
disabled veteran or handicapped person whose vehicle bears the distinguishing license plate
authorized by section two of Chapter 90, or special parking identifications plates (i.e.,
placards) or any vehicle bearing thiéamal identification of a handicapped person issued by
any other state as amended by Chapter 632, Section 7 of the Acts of 1985 according to the
following formula:

If the number of parking spaces in any such area is more than fifteen but not more than
twenty-five, one parking space; more than twefiye but not more than forty, five percent

of such spaces but not less than two; more than forty but not more than one hundred, four
percent of such spaces but not less than three; more than one hundretdnbortenthan two
hundred, three percent of such spaces but not less than four; more than two hundred but not
more than five hundred, two percent of such spaces but not less than six; more than five
hundred but not more than one thousand, one anthalhgercent of such spaces but not less

than ten; more than one thousand but not more than two thousand, one percent of such spaces
but not less than fifteen; more than two thousand but less than five thousandbtinttes of

one percent of such spaces but legs than twenty; and more than five thousand;hatieof

one percent of such spaces but not less than thirty.

b. Parking spaces designated as reserved under the provisions of paragraph (a) shall be
identified by the use of above grade signs with whitieleg against a blue background and
shall bear the words "Handicapped Parking: Special Plate Required. Unauthorized Vehicles
May Be Removed At Owner's Expense"; shall be as near as possible to a building entrance or
walkway; shall be adjacent to curb nasnor other unobstructed methods permitting sidewalk
access to a handicapped person; and shall be twelve feet wide or twioeighide areas
with four feet of cross hatch between them.

SECTION 21-2. This By-Law shall prohibit or regulate the leavingunauthorized vehicles
within parking spaces designated for use by disabled veterans or handicapped persons as authorized
by Section 1 or in such a manner as to obstruct a curb ramp designated for use by handicapped
persons as a means of egress to atstrepublic way.

The penalty for violation of this Biaw shall be one hundred dollars and for each
subsequent offense, the vehicle may be removed according to the provisions of Section One Hundred
and Twenty D of chapter Two Hundred and Sigix of the Massachusetts General Laws. (T.M.
10/15/01)

SECTION 21-3. The Town acting under the Massachusetts General Laws further regulates
the parking of vehicles on ways within its said control by restricting certain areas thereon for the
parking of any vehi@ owned and driven by a disabled veteran or handicapped person whose vehicle
bears the distinctive number plates authorized by section two of chapter ninety of the Massachusetts
General Laws, or special parking identification plates (i.e., placards) owedmgle bearing the
official identification of a handicapped person issued by any other state as amended by Chapter 632,
Section 7 of the Acts of 1985 or by prohibiting the parking or standing of any vehicles in such a
manner as to obstruct any curb radgsignated for use by handicapped persons.
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SECTION 21-4. Inasmuch as the Town has accepted Chapter 644 of the Acts of 1981 as
herein provided, the Board of Selectmen on recommendation of the Traffic Safety Committee is
empowered to establish traffic rdgtions, and may adopt, amend, alter or repeal rules and
regulations, with such limitations, if any, as may be deemed proper, authorizing the chief of police of
the Town or such sergeants or other officers of higher rank in the police department asftoermay
time to time designate, to remove, to some convenient place through the agency of a person or
persons in the employ of the police department or by an independent contractor selected in
accordance with the General Laws and thisLBy, on the basis afompetitive bids, any vehicle
parked or standing on any part of any way under the control of the Town in such a manner as to
obstruct any curb ramp designated for use by handicapped persons as means of egress to a street or
public way, or to occupy or obistct any parking space reserved for a vehicle used by a disabled
veteran or handicapped person whose vehicle bears the distinguishing license plate authorized by
section two of chapter ninety of the Massachusetts General Laws, or special parking itdentifica
plates (i.e., placards or any vehicle bearing the official identification of a handicapped person issued
by any other state as amended by Chapter 632, Section 7 of the Acts of 1985 or to impede in any way
the removal or plowing of snow or ice or irolation of any rule or regulation which prohibits the
parking or standing of all vehicles in such ways or portions thereof at such time and recites that
whoever violates it shall be liable to charges for the removal and storage of the vehicles as well as
subject to punishment by fine as provided in Section 2 herefore. (T.M. 5/2/83)

Work Within a Public Street

SECTION 22. No work shall take place within a public street right of way except in
accordance with all applicable permits.R&ad Opening Permghall be required for any excavation
or alteration of an existing public street, regardless of whether such work is proposed to be temporary
or permanent. A Road Opening Perstitll be required for any street proposed to intersect or access
an existingstreet, pursuant to Grafton Zoning Bylaw. (T.M. 5/13/B8/1. 10/20/09
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ARTICLE 13
EARTH REMOVAL
Definitions

SECTION 1A. For the purpose of this Byaw, "earth" shall include soil, loam, sand,
gravel, borrow, rock, sod, peat, humus, clay, coatlweroearth material. (T.M. 4/14/77)

SECTION 1B. For the purpose of this Blyaw, "Board" shall mean the Board of Selectmen.
Earth Removal Procedure

SECTION 2A. No earth shall be removed from any parcel of land in the Town without a
written permit fom the Board, except as hereinafter provided.

SECTION 2B. Any person wishing to remove suofaterial from a property iffown shall
file a formal application with the Board, which application shall include the following specific
information and supportghdocumentation:

a. The location of the proposed excavation.
b. The legal name and address of the owner of the property involved.

c. The legal name and address of the petitioner, waddress shall be used by the Board
for all correspondence hereunder.

Names and addresses of all abutting property owners, including those across any streets.

e. A plan of the land, showing general topography within 100 feet of the proposed
excavation or to the property line.

f. A plan of the land showing contours of thte ss ofthe proposed completion of the
excavation project.

g. A proposed form of bond to be used.

h. A plan of the land showing the maximum annuaumndvater elevation as determinby
the Board of Health. In every instantiee maximum grounwater eleation shall be
measured during the period of January 1 to March 31 in any year for the site.
(T.M. 10/16/89)

SECTION 2C. No permit for the removal of earth shall be issued by the Board until a
public hearing has been held by the Boanatjce of which shall have been given at least fourteen
days in advance in a paper commonly used for such notices in the community, the posting of copies
thereof on municipal bulletin boards, and the mailing of copies thereof to the abutters, and a
favorable finding has been rendered by said Board.

SECTION 2D. Any permit issued hereunder shall automatically expire upon the completion
of the earth removal project for which it was issued or at such other time as may be specified in said
permit, but in nacase for a period of more than three years.

SECTION 2E. Approval of the renewal of a permit for a period not in excess of one year
may be made by the Board without hearing, if the Board finds that all conditions have been complied
with and that the workas been carried on continuously in good faith.
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Exemptions

SECTION 3A. No permit shall be required for the following:

. Wheremoving of earth is on an individual parcel.

. Where necessary in construction of building being built in accordance wierenit

issued by the proper Town Authority and to the installation of walks, driveways and
similar appurtenances to said building.

Where necessary as part of the construction of a road pursuant to a permit, or under
agreements governing road construttio a subdivision approved by the Planning Board

or by governmental authority to the extent as may be necessary to complete the project as
planned.

. Wherenecessary in the customary use of an operating farm, nursery, gart#staping

activities, or emetery to the extent that such removal is necessary to the operation of the
same.

. Wherethe moving and/or removal of earth for any municipal purpose is by, or on behalf

of any Department of the Town of Grafton.

Where the removal is from a parcel fahich removal was authorized under a legal
permit issued prior to adoption of this Section 3A, the same may continue until the
expiration date of said permit, provided that all-layws, permits and conditions
applicable prior to the adoption of this Seati3A shall be complied with. Subsequent to
the adoption of this Section 3A, full compliance with all requirements of this Earth
Removal ByLaw must be complied with.

. Wheresuch earth removal is permitted under the provisions of the General LawsgiChapt

40, Section 21, Paragraph 17.

The Selectmen may require an agreement containing conditions for moving and/or removing

of earth and a performance bond if in their judgment anything they deem excessive is to be done
under this exemption clause. (T.M14/77)

SECTION 3B. Earth removal activities in lawful operation on any parcel of land at the time

this By-Law is adopted may continue unless and until abandoned for more than twelve (12)
consecutive months. However, unless specifically authorizechbywaermit issued hereunder:

a. Thedepth of excavation shall not be increased below the grade of the lowest point excavated

on the effective date of this Byaw.

b. Thetotal area of excavation within the parcel shall not be increased by more thgbajfty

C.

percent over its area on said effective date.

The average amount of materials extracted or removed per day shall not be increased by
more than fifty (50) percent over such daily averages for the twelve (12) consecutive months
preceding said effese date (or for the actual period of operation if less than twelve
months).
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Specific Limitations

SECTION 4A. No permit for the removal of earth shall be approved by the Board except
upon condition that a cover of topsoil of not less than fourr@)es in depth shall be replaced or
allowed to remain, except where, due to construction of roads, buildings or other permanent physical
features, such provision is impractical.

SECTION 4B. No permit shall be issued for the removal of earth in any ilmcat such
removal (1) will endanger the public health or safety or constitute a nuisance; (2) will produce noise,
dust or other effects observable at the lot lines in amounts seriously objectionable or detrimental to
the normal use of adjacent propel¥) will result in the transportation of materials in such a manner
as to cause traffic congestion or hazards, particularly on residential streets; (4) will result in the
transportation over ways which will be unduly injured thereby; (5) will result imange in
topography and cover which will be disadvantageous to the most appropriate use of the land.

SECTION 4C. No permit shall be issued if the excavation will occur within five (5) feet of
the maximum annual ground water elevation at any singleiéocan the site. (T.M. 10/16/89)

General Limitations

SECTION 5A. No permit for the removal of earth shall be approved by the Board if the
work extends within three hundred (300) feet of a way open to public use, whether public or private,
or within two hundred and fifty (25) feet of a building or structure unless the Board is satisfied that
such removal will not undermine the way or structure.

SECTION 5B. In approving the issuance of a permit, the Board shall impose reasonable
conditions which shalhccompany and shall constitute part of the permit, including but not limited
to:

The finished leveling and grading.

The placing of top soil and planting necessary to restore the area to usable condition.
The duration of the removal operation.

The construction of necessary fencing and other protections against nuisances.
Method of removal.

Temporary structures.

Hours of operation.

Routes of transportation of material.

Control of temporary and permanent drainage.

Disposition ofboulders and tree stumps.

T T S@moao0oT

SECTION 5C. Soil or loam may be removed from any parcel of land within such parcel
determined by the Board to be unsuited to agricultural use, and the Board may issue a permit for such
removal; provided, however, that the Boarsshall in making such decision, obtain the
recommendations of the appropriate Soil District Supervisor and the County Extension Director or
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Agent or their successors, and their recommendations, shall be made part of the records of the Board.
In issuing apermit, the Board may impose reasonable conditions asdetablishment of ground
levels and grades.

SECTION 5D. The Board shall require a bond or other security to enforce performance of
conditions imposed by this Blyaw or under this section.

General Administration

SECTION 6A. The Board may enter upon the premises involved from time to time to
inspect and ensure proper conduct of the work.

SECTION 6B.Upon petition of the owner, permit holder or abutters, the Board may hold a
new hearing anceissue or modify the permit, subject to any regulations not in conflict with this By
Law.

SECTION 6C. The Board may order the revocation of or suspension of a permit if the
conditions established hereunder are not complied with; but the permit holslech situation shall
not be relieved of his obligations hereunder.

Violations

SECTION 7A. The Board, if it concludes that there has been a violation of thisay
shall so notify the offender, at the address stated on the initial applicatiorf, @mglicable shall
include a notice ordering cessation of the improper activities.

SECTION 7B. If a permit holder or other offender persists in such violation, the Board shall
seek the imposition of the penalties authorized by paragraph 17 of SectudrCRapter 40, G.L.,
through appropriate legal action; and the penalty for removing earth in violation of thvBghall
be a fine of not more than fifty dollars for the first offense after such warning; not more than one
hundred dollars for the secondfense; and not more than two hundred dollars for any subsequent
offense.

SECTION 7C. If the offender holds a permit issued under theLBw, such permit may be
revoked.

Fees
SECTION 8A. The Board shall establish such fees for the issuance oftpersnt shall find
are necessary for the administration of this-lByv, including but not limited to the costs of

advertising, clerical and policing expenses.

SECTION 8B. Any fees received hereunder shall be transmitted to the Town Treasurer.
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