MINUTES OF THE GRAFTON COUNCIL ON AGING MEETING
April 10, 2008
Members present:   William Drago, Chair, William Cutler, Vice-Chair, Marcella Benoit, Secretary, Doris Fowler, Barbara Gardner, Winifred Paul
Members absent:  Shirley Antaya, Phyllis Brown, Rev. Phil Goff, Chet Jakubiak
Also present:  Michelle Drumm, Senior Center Director 


Roland Richard, FOGE President

Bills were signed by all members present.
The meeting was called to order at 1:08 P.M. by William Drago, Chairman.

The Secretary’s minutes of the March 13, 2008 meeting were reviewed.  A motion to accept as written was made by Barbara Gardner, seconded by Winifred Paul.  So moved.
The Directors/Financial Report was reviewed by Michelle Drumm.  A motion to accept as written was made by William Cutler, seconded by Doris Fowler.  So moved.

There was no correspondence.

A discussion of the meeting with the Finance Committee was led by Michelle Drumm.  The school department and the town budget remain at odds.  Some very serious cuts are being considered and recommended.  The Council on Aging has sacrificed an activity director’s position.  This money, which comes from the formula grant, will be used instead to supplement the pay of the driver of the WRTA bus.  Some of the recommendations for potential cuts to the Council on Aging are: (1) reduce 2 van drivers 10 hrs./week; (2) eliminate the tax work-off program;  (3)shut the Senior Center one day per week – possibly Friday.  William Drago said the COA should draft a letter to the Town Administrator and cc to Finance Committee and the Board of Selectmen.  A motion to send said letter written by William Drago, Chairman, was made by Barbara Gardner, seconded by Winifred Paul.  So moved.
FOGE Update:

· Heating fund – Total as of this date is $10,400.  The process of sending “thank yous” is ongoing.

· One year ago, FOGE started to give a free lunch to any senior on birthday Tuesday, who was celebrating their birthday that month.  Also, a volunteer was donating ice cream.  These two attempts to increase attendance at lunch failed.  This will be the last month for this project.

· Monthly supper and meeting tonight.  Attendance at supper will be limited to 50 persons.

· FOGE purchased pens for the Night Out in August.  They will also be given out at special events at the Senior Center.
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· The Organ Social Concert was successful.  There were 56 in attendance.  Most notable was the quiet attentiveness of the audience.

A motion to acknowledge the FOGE report was made by Doris Fowler, seconded by William Cutler.  So moved.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by William Cutler, seconded by Doris Fowler.  So moved.

The next meeting will be Thursday, June 12, 2008.

The meeting adjourned at 2:40PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Marcella Benoit

Secretary

