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Fisherville & Farnumsville Streetscape Committee

Project Overview

The Blackstone River and the Blackstone Canal (18248) powered the mills that
transformed Grafton and the Bl ackstolndestridal | e
Revolution. o South Graftonds mil] vill ages:
an impotant part of that history. Unfortunately, the Blackstone River has suffered from earlier
industrial use, the Canal remains only in segsieantd the compact mill villages have lost some of
their character with sprawl and unsympathetic architecture.

Fortunately, m recent yearshere has been a renewed interest in the revitalizatibthe
South Grafton mill villages. This has led to amber of significant actions, starting with the
completion of the South Grafton Mill Villages Master Plan in 2006, the study of Farnumsville in the
stateds 2007 UrbanRiver Visions 2 Progr am; €
Overlay District(FSGOD) at the former Fisherville Mill site (2007).

One of the major recommendations from the Master Plan was the development of a
streetscape program, primarily focused in the Fisherville & Farnumsville villages. Funded through
the incentive grant rebeed for the implementation of the FSGOD, a consultant was hired to assist
the Town in developing plans and zoning recommendations to reinforce the village identity and to
allow for a mix of uses that would stimulate business activity and reinvestmenkisheville &
Farnumsville Streetscape committee was established to work with the consultaatCommittee
hasmet over the paden months to develop concept plans for the segment of roadway from the
former South Grafton library branch in FisherviikeDepd Street in Farnumsville.

The Fisherville Park is #hcenterpiece of thigrst phase and has been designed as a public
park under an exclusive use easement with the Fisherville Mill site owners. The proposed park will
include approximately two aes, with parking, river access, and flexible space for events, such as
f ar mer s &hihitsa andt live perforenances.




Project Information

Location: ..........ccccuveeenne Old Fisherville Mill site; south side of Route 122AKa. Main Street)n South
Graftonof the mill village area of Fisherville.

Existing Conditions........ The Park project area consists of a gravel area that was originally used for
parking by the Fisherville Milprior to its destruction by fire in 1999The
remainder of the site is scraind trees. The area has saéeagal dumping of
trash, furniture and other items.

Total ProjectArea ........ Approximately 2 acres

AMenNities: .........cccvveeenne TheParkis designed to servaultiple recreationapurposes including passive
recreation and community eventdmenities includgparking, river access, and
fl exible space for events, rounancesats. f ar
Additional amenities includeidewalks landscapinglighting, benches, bicycle

racks, etc.
UtIties: ..o The site will be odttted with electric, water, sewer, and cable.
ProjectFunding: ............ CPA fundingrequesfrom Town $375,000
Other funding sources40R incentive grarftom State $200,000
Total Project Funding $575,000

Key Work Items

e Exclusive Use Easement | Warrant Article #45 of the May 2010 Annual Town Meeting; this is a legal
agreement between the Town and property owner whereby the Town has exclusive use of the property.

e Memorandum of Agreement i Signed by the Board of Selectmen and the property owner in 2006. This
Agreement commits the Town to building a public park on this site. This MOA was the basis for
developing the Exclusive Use Easement (see above).

e Notice of Intent T filed with the Conervation Commission. The public hearing was held on May 4, 2010.

e Construction Documents i to be completed by June 2010. These documents will be used to put the
project out to bid.

AnticipatedProject Completion........ Fall 2011
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