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Comments:

Board members,

As a resident of North Grafton and the Brigham Hill area | oppose this
project. | have a B.S. in Wildlife Ecology with a concentration in wildlife
sciences and management and | am currently pursuing my M.S. in Wildlife
Ecology. The Elmrock Estate project stands to harm the ecological landscape
in our town. This development will fragment the landscape, severing a large
portion of contiguous forest habitat. Large patches of forest have high
ecological value to many local plant and animals. By breaking up these large
patches we shrink the size of the interior habitat of each patch. Many
ecological studies have shown that this process reduces biodiversity and
abundance of plants and animals. Urban sprawi is destroying our natural
areas. This destruction does not happen all at once, it creeps along one
seemingly “small’ development project at a time until we wake up one day
and our natural landscape is all but gone.

On a personal note, | grew up on this hill. Spending time in the surrounding
woods as a child and now as an adult. | place a high value on the wild, open
areas of this town, as should anyone who enjoys being outdoors or seeing the
abundance of wildiife this town has to offer. Grafton has the small town
aesthetic that draws people to live here. Part of that aesthetic is the

forested landscape and scenic areas. With every development project that is
allowed to take place, we lose a piece of that aesthetic and we lose a little

of what makes Grafton such a great place to live. We as a town need to place
higher value on our open areas and oppose projects like these that threaten
to fragment the natural landscape.

| urge the members of the board to consider the impact of this development
and to deny approval for the Elmrock Estate project.

Thank you for your time,
Justin R. Dion

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
http://www.grafton-ma.gov/node/86623/submission/1013
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