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Friend of UrbanRiver Vis

UrbanRiver Visions is an innovative program of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs that funds

a community planning process leading to reuse of vacant and underutilized riverfront areas. Through this program,
communities create consensus Vision and Action Plans for revitalizing downtown waterfront sites and restoring urban
rivers, Incorporating the i of residents, businesses, local officials, local and regional nizations, and other
community stakeholders, UrbanRiver Visions 2 (the second phase of this program) produced plans for Grafton,
Greenfield, Haverhill, Northbridge, Pittsfield, and Shelburne Falls (Buckland and Shelburne).

Rivers have long defined the cores of our urban areas. Harnessing rivers for power and manufacturing characterized
the Commonwealth's growth in the 1gth century as a center for commerce and prosperity. The legacy of this era is
reflected in the mill buildings that define the heart of many cities and towns and represent a brated element of
our built environment. More recently, the industries that these mills once housed suffered decades of decline, and
communities were often left with an unfortunate legacy of land and water pollution associated with previous
industrial development.

Today, that scenario is changing, as many communities are poised to reexamine the role of their rivers as sources

of urban vitality. These valuable resources present opportunities for redeveloping urban areas and attracting new
enterprises, tourism, and jobs. UrbanRiver Visions 2 is designed to boost these efforts by working with six communities
to provide the framework for reclaiming rivers as environmental and economic assets—integrating them back into our
civic lives. It is a celebration of rivers, communities, and creativity.

| hope that you find the accompanying information useful. Electronic versions of these documents are available
on the UrbanRiver Visions 2 web site at www.urbanrivervisionsz.org. | wish you the best of luck, and look forward
to continuing our partnership as we work to make these vision and action plans a reality.

Sincerely,

lan A, Bowles, Secretary
Energy and Environmental Affairs
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mprovements to wildlife habitat

Fol Mﬂll Infon;)nhn. inclllﬂnl verbatim nqlhi'mn the charrette, an
ex d Action Plan, and copi- of presentations and maps, please visit:

wﬁw.l.lrb_.pltlnm:lm.om

UrbanRiver. Vl';iolu 2 Consultant Team:

EOQEEA selected Goody Clancy and its team of i to provide professional
assistance to each of the ities in the progi The Grafton charrette team
was led by Dod A i king with Geody Clancy and Maria Van Dusen.
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Farnumsville Village:
Building on the heritage and beauty
of the Blackstone River in Grafton

Establish a Riverfront
Greenway from W
Fisherville to Northbridge

m  Freserve the character of large undeveloped parcels
of land along the River while incorporating appropriate
recreational and commercial activities

u  Frotect the following parcels as open space: the land
below the Fisherville Mill Site between the Canal and
Blackstone River, the open space In the Farnumsville
Mill floodplain, the Grafton Land Trust Parcel, the
Waste Water Treatment Facility land, and the open
space south of the Waste Water Treatment Facility

®  Create public River access, hiking trails, and water

trails in designated locations \@ o

Create a plan and design standards =7

to guide development; promote
streetscape improvements with a

particular focus on Main Street and )

Providence Road

m  Define strategies for preservation and reuse of underutilized properties

m  Consider zoning changes and develop new design standards to ensure
that future development is compatible with the historic village center

B Install sidewalks, lighting, benches and trees along Main Street and

Providence Foad

Work with residents and property owners to beautify the area

- activity

for retail, restaurant,

site's history

The firehouse is a significant community
landmark, reflecting the historic scale
and character of the village,

to Farnumsville

RiverBikeway, the tral

Visions

An initiative of the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs

in partnership with the Town of Grafton

Farumsville today retains much of its identity as an historic mill village b : - : ; — Create a walking trail on the east bank of the River north of

within the Town of Grafton. But the large Farumsville Mill co

was once the engine of the local economy is underutilized, and associated 4 i g & ! ! and brings people to an overlook of the stone dam
land of great natural beauty along the River is inaccessible to the public. i A ) ! B e : ®  Frovide trailhead parking on the south side of Main Street,

The community's vision for the future is built on re-establish

as an activity generator for the village, providing better access to and

along the River, enhancing the identity of the village through

improvements, and ensuring that all new development respects the scale = - = + z m  Obtain an easement through the Farumsville Mill

and character of the historic village environment.

. Restore the Fisherville ~
Mill site as a center of

¢ W Support redevelopment of the property
m  Establish a trail from the Fisherville Mill

®  FProvide parking for the Blackstone

canoe and kayak launches

Continue efforts to enhance the
historic Community House as a
community gathering place and
riverfront destination

m  Use the building and riverfront land as places for community events
and celebrations
m  Flace a sign related to the building's history at the front of the property

Develop a riverwalk from
the Community House to
the Farnumsville Mill

m Work with property owners to clarify land owership
(much of the riverfront land is thought to be owned

qﬂ ®u  Install pervicus pavement parking at the site to reduce stormwater run-off - oy e I m::msvlile M;“} and: ssesslm;:rwallc OF:I'J"S
g B Work with the Massachusetts Audobon Socisty (MAS) and the Grafton B Secure P :S areas for tr: users f!“ ont of the
Historical C ission to hold educational talks on village history and Community House and north of the mil

®m  Explore expansion of the trail along the River beyond
the Community House

on the environment.

— . 2 W Create a canoe and kayak launch on the property 4 -
ation for niverside gmﬁcrmgs and events. ' s eitns s Iihead forEhe Far Village Riverwalk [ ] Prwlo\-::e :'on r:cnoné to the riverwalk from nearby
o " ®  Install interpretive signs for environmental education and River heritage heighborhooas

at the boat launch and along the trall

(redevelopment.
plans underway)
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Use af the Farnumsville Mill land as a campground would bring new
activity to the riverfront and the village.

Attract new activities to the
Farnumsville Mill, surrounding
buildings and nearby land to

enliven and revitalize the village

m  Attract the public to the site and generate new economic activity
within the area through uses such as: entertainment, retail,
restaurants, theater/performance space, businesses supporting
the Bikeway, a spa, canoe rentals, and/or a coffes shop

® Implement zoning changes needed to support this concept

® Investigate the possibility of power generation at the mill

® Incorporate new parking areas that can serve the mill in a way that fits
with the character of the village

®  Explore the feasibility of a multi-level garage

®  Restore the "Moxie Building” at the intersection of Depot Street

and Providence Road; establish the site as a destination recognizing the

historic halfway point and horse changing station of the Providence

to Boston stagecoach run

Create a campground on mill land along the River, opening the River

to recreational use

and residential uses THERFT " g - b r A \ ' . ¥ 3 . il e \
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Advocate for early implementation
of the Blackstone River Bikeway;
consider refinements to the plan
to ensure stronger connections to
the village and the River

m  Create a sign for Farnumsville Village where the Bikeway intersects
Ferry Street
®m  Create a parking area along Ferry Street next to the Bikeway
® Develop connections to Fisher Park from the Bikeway: one directly behind
the park and another along Ferry Street
®  Consider relocating the proposed Bikeway from its planned location to the
village side of the tracks to provide more direct access to riverfront open
space and the Canal

-~ Establish a water trail on the
Blackstone River and Canal

®  Provide cance/kayak access at the following sites:
+_ South of Main Street, across from the Fisherville Mill
redevelopment site
# Behind the South Grafton Community House
+ Southwest of the Farnumsville Dam, north of Depot Street
m  Selectively clean up debris to make the Blackstone Canal
navigable for paddlers
m  Establish a loop trail allowing paddlers to travel down the
Blackstone River and back up the Canal

I, and for the

Proposed
Interpretive Sign

.: !li Proposed Water Access/

Cance Put-in & Take-out

Develop a walking trail along
the River and the Canal

$77"% Potential park/
s===s Conservation Site

- Proposed
P f: Pedestrian Bridge

%% %% % Proposed Off-Street Trail

mplex that e 2 . - s, = ks B - Main Street that provides access to Town-owned property

== == Proposed On-Street Trail

ing the mill across from the Fisherville Mill Redevelopment Site - - - & % % & Proposed Water Trail
m  Construct pedestrian bridges where the Canal branches T ———
to the Blackstone River @9 929 Blackstone River Bikeway

streetscape L= : ; 4 m  Create low-impact boardwalks through wetlands - Reuse/Redevelopment

Priority
ﬁﬂﬂdpléil! pam' 0 25'50" 100" 200" 400"
m  Continue the trail through the Grafton Land Trust parcel south [ —

of Depot Street and onward to the Northbridge town line
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The riverfrant behind the Community House provides a great location for viewing the River or Preservation and reuse of the “Moxie Building," located on Providence Road
launching a cance. ille Mill is wmd lized but could be reds 1 with @ new mix near Depot Street, is a community goal,




